" But Providence had designed otherwise, and made use of a false and malicious report to turn the current of his activity into that channel in which it could be most useful. Whilst sitting in a common passage-boat, or treikschuyt, between Leyden and some adjacent place, several of the passengers were discussing the views of Spinosa, then newly brought before the public, and one person in particular was loud and bitter in his condemnation of them. Boerhave, though he had on other occasions refuted these views, and though his own opinions were deeply Christian, was yet led by impartial love of justice, calmly to inquire of the speaker whether he had ever read the works of Spinosa. The stranger answered he had not, and should esteem it wicked even to look into them. ' How, then,' said Boerhaave, ' can you pretend to judge of them?' This reproof silenced the declaimer, but a report was circulated by some present that Boerhaave was himself a follower of Spinosa, and from this bigoted and utterly groundless charge obstacles were raised, which barred his entrance into the sacred profession, and threw him of necessity into one only less sacred than that which he had coveted." P. 317.
His practice being but inconsiderable for several years, he had the more time?and well did he employ his leisure?for carrying on " Thus the calibre of the vessels adjusted to the dimensions of the globules composing the liquids of the body formed, according to him, the hydraulic relation, on which depended the circulation of the humours, their separation from the blood in the different secretory organs, the morbific congestion of the blood in various fluxions, in humours, inflammations, and the like, and hence he con- cluded that all the efforts of the physician should be directed to establish this relation, or rather mechanical equilibrium. Nor did he stop even here. To the mechanical hypotheses just mentioned he added others, founded on chemical principles, when, in attempting to explain the causes and the phenomena of diseases, he admitted the formation of pretended acrimanies in the blood, which the physician ought, according to him, to have constantly in view in order to neutralize them?acrimonies which were long famous in the language of the schools, and which are still found in that of ordinary life. The whole phenomena of diseases, with the spontaneous evacuations by which they are terminated, and which constitute the crisis, find a ready explanation on this vicious system, which seems to offer a reason, when it only mystifies with a word involving a gratuitous hypothesis. In practice, however, theory receives many modifications, and there can be little donbt that in prescribing for patients, Boerhaave was more guided by experience and good sense than by the strongly eclectic doctrine to which we have alluded."* P. 320. This system continued to be dominant in the schools for many years after the death of its propounder, and so high was the reputation of the professor that the university of Leyden was long regarded as the school in Europe for the sciences of medicine, chemistry, and botany. It is recorded that the Czar Peter did not consider his education complete, until he had attended the lectures of Boerhaave. His fame reached even to the Celestial Empire; for we are told that a letter was once addressed to him from a mandarin, having the superscription, " To the illustrious Boerhaave, physician in Europe ?it did not fail to reach its destination.
In 1722, he was confined to bed for five months with a severe fit of the gout. Five Fourcroy and several other men of first-rate talent suffered the same disgrace from the same cause. This puerile jealousy which had led the Faculty to regard the Royal Society of Medicine as a rival body, had also induced it to vow an implacable hatred to those of its own members who had consented to belong to it. When it is remembered what antipathies this jealousy excited amongst the physicians of the capital, and the ridiculous dissensions and odious satires it produced, it may give a fevorable idea of the mildness of character and modesty of Monsieur Halle, and also the regard which those qualities inspired, that while the highest reputations were not respected in the writings of the day, he was less vituperated than any of his associates. Elevated indeed beyond all intrigue, and only desirous of increasing his professional knowledge by all those aids of science which could assist him, and neither pluming himself upon the success of his discoveries, nor seeking popular applause, he neither wounded the vanity, nor alarmed the interest of any one. The study of medicine appeared to him quite sufficient to occupy the whole of life. In his view of the subject, there was nothing which could influence man morally or physically that did not belong to this noble science, and he therefore manifested so disinterested a feeling towards it, as to regard every means beneath his notice for obtaining public confidence, except such as were truly desirous of it. He was therefore continually to be found at the bed-side of the sick, watching the progress of disease, or in his own room, engaged in the study of 
